
Oct 16 2020~ Understanding Columbus Day, Part one  (EFL Lesson) 
 
Vocabulary:  **sth = something; sb = somebody. 
rhyme: to end with the same sound, or to put words together that end with the same sound 
to ridicule: (negative) to laugh at a person, idea, etc., and say that they are stupid 
accidental: not on purpose; in an unexpected way. 
honor: the respect that you, your country (etc) receives from others who are proud of you or your achievements (verb: to 

give this respect) 
endeavor: an attempt to do sth new or difficult 
controversy: a serious argument or disagreement because many people have strong yet different opinions on the subject 
legacy: a lasting affect; an ongoing result of sth that happened in history 
voyage: a long trip by ship (or spacecraft) 
parade: an organized event where people march together down the street in order to celebrate an event or holiday (in 

America, parades often include marching bands of musicians, large balloons, floats—specially decorated vehicles—
sponsored by companies and clubs, clowns, men on horses, smiling models and stars, antique cars, and much more) 

heritage: traditional customs or values (often related to something shared, such as ethnicity or a family’s history) 
to observe: to watch with interest; to do what you are supposed to do according to law/custom   Samuel observes 

Veteran’s Day each year because his father was killed in a war. 
commemorative: in a way that honors or remembers an event or contribution 
indigenous: native; not brought from somewhere else 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 School children learn the rhyme, “In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” Italian captain Christopher 
Columbus wrote: “It was the Lord who put into my mind…that it would be possible to sail from here to the Indies. All 
who heard of my project rejected it with laughter, ridiculing me.” He dared to think that sailing west would get Europeans 
to Asia. He was wrong, yet his accidental discovery of North and South America earned Columbus honor by making the 
world smaller. But understanding history is a complicated endeavor, for what is “good” often seems “bad” from another 
point of view.  
 Our next lesson will look at the Columbus controversy, but today we’ll talk about his positive legacy. Countless 
places, products and institutions bear his name, including Columbia University, Columbia SC, and Washington DC 
(District of Columbia). Since Spain paid for Columbus’ voyage, opening the Americas to Spanish settlers, Columbus’ 
voyage is also honored in some parts of Latin America, Spain and Italy. In the US, Columbus Day celebrations and 
parades date back to 1792. Many Italian-Americans celebrate their heritage by observing the holiday. 
 In 1992, to honor the 500th anniversary of his voyage, Columbus’ Italian hometown spent 650 million dollars, 
while Spain spent 20 billion dollars on festivities. In many American cities, Columbus Day parades were larger than usual, 
and the day marked the start of a year of commemorative events.  
 But controversies arising from the 500th anniversary also led to the decline of Columbus Day celebrations in 
America. Some places replaced it with “Indigenous People's Day.” Somehow, the explorer was blamed for bringing 
European disease and other evils upon the indigenous population of the Americas. We’ll talk more about that in our next 
lesson.  
 To show how Columbus made the world smaller, Drive Thru History summarized like this: Spain’s King and 
Queen hired an Italian explorer (Columbus) to survey what they thought was India and China, and then a German map-
maker decided to call it America, the Latin name of another Italian explorer (Amerigo), who was named for a Hungarian 
Saint (Emeric). The “science” of his day said a plan to sail west was “utterly impossible to any educated person.”  But 
Columbus believed God told him to go anyway, and the world would never be the same. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Discussion: (are there any sentences you want to ask your teacher about?) 

1. If Columbus Day is celebrated in your country, tell us about it. 
2. Tell us about a famous explorer you are familiar with. 
3. Talk about sth good that came out of an accident (e.g., when cooking, on a trip, etc) 
4. Tell us about sth you do to celebrate your heritage. 
5. The article talked about how Columbus “made the world smaller.” What does that mean? Give evidence to 

support or argue with that statement. 
6. Columbus said that “the Lord put into his mind” to do what educated people in his time said was impossible. If 

you think “the Lord put it into your mind” to do something, tell us about it. If not, do you think that God “talks” to 
people like this? Explain. 



7. If Columbus was still alive, how might he defend his honor or legacy? What sort of legacy do you want to leave 
for your children?  

8. What is the most memorable commemorative event you have participated in? (perhaps a family event, or related 
to a holiday) 

 
 
=====Lower English level===== 

Oct 16 2020~ Understanding Columbus Day, Part one  (EFL Lesson-L) 
 
Vocabulary:  **sth = something; sb = somebody. 
rhyme: to end with the same sound, or to put words together that end with the same sound 
accidental: not on purpose; in an unexpected way. 
honor: the respect that you, your country (etc) receives from others who are proud of you or your achievements (verb: to 

give this respect) 
controversy: a serious argument or disagreement because many people have strong yet different opinions on the subject 
legacy: a lasting affect; an ongoing result of sth that happened in history 
voyage: a long trip by ship (or spacecraft) 
parade: an organized event where people march together down the street in order to celebrate an event or holiday (in 

America, parades often include marching bands of musicians, large balloons, floats—specially decorated vehicles—
sponsored by companies and clubs, clowns, men on horses, smiling models and stars, antique cars, and much more) 

commemorative: in a way that honors or remembers an event or contribution 
indigenous: native; not brought from somewhere else 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 School children learn the rhyme, “In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue.” Italian captain Christopher 
Columbus dared to think that sailing west would get Europeans to Asia, though world leaders laughed at him. He was 
wrong, yet his accidental discovery of North and South America earned Columbus honor by making the world smaller. 
But history is complicated, for what is “good” often seems “bad” from another point of view.  
 Our next lesson will look at the Columbus controversy, but today we’ll talk about his positive legacy. Countless 
places, products and institutions bear his name, including Columbia University, Columbia SC, and Washington DC 
(District of Columbia). Since Spain paid for his trip, Columbus’ voyage is also honored in Latin America, Spain and Italy. 
In the US, Columbus Day celebrations and parades date back to 1792.  
 In 1992, to honor the 500th anniversary of his voyage, Columbus’ Italian hometown spent 650 million dollars, 
while Spain spent 20 billion dollars on festivities. In America, big Columbus Day parades led to a year of commemorative 
events.  
 But controversies arising from the 500th anniversary also led to the decline of Columbus Day celebrations in 
America. Some places replaced it with “Indigenous People's Day.” Somehow, the explorer was blamed for bringing 
European disease and other evils upon the indigenous population of the Americas. We’ll talk more about that next week.  
 Some 500 years ago, a brave sailor made the world smaller. World leaders said a plan to sail west was “utterly 
impossible to any educated person.”  But Columbus believed God told him to go anyway, and the world would never be 
the same. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Discussion: (are there any sentences you want to ask your teacher about?) 

1. Content questions: 
a. What year did Columbus leave Europe? 
b. What country is Columbus from? 
c. When he left Spain, sailing west, where did he think he was going? 



d. Name some places where Columbus Day is celebrated. 
e. Why were there a lot of big celebrations in 1992? 

2. If Columbus Day is celebrated in your country, tell us about it. 
3. Talk about sth good that came out of an accident (e.g., when cooking, on a trip, etc) 
4. The article talked about how Columbus “made the world smaller.” What does that mean? Give evidence to 

support or argue with that statement. 
5. Columbus said that “the Lord put into his mind” to do what educated people in his time said was impossible. If 

you think “the Lord put it into your mind” to do something, tell us about it. If not, do you think that God “talks” to 
people like this? Explain. 

6. What is the most memorable commemorative event you have participated in? (perhaps a family event, or related 
to a holiday) 

 
============== 
These lessons were created or adapted by the staff of International Friendship Ministries, P.O. Box 12504, Columbia SC 29211; 
ifmusa.org; info@ifmusa.org. IFM is grateful to Kathy Williams for most of the original work. Some lessons were adapted from 
EFLsuccess.com (with permission). IFM makes these lessons available to our participants, but this does not imply our consent 
for others to publish these lessons online or in print without permission.  
If posted at www.ifmusa.org/english: this resource was created for our students under the understanding of “fair use” for 
educational purposes. 


