
Today’s “main class” is looking at a Snoopy 
cartoon called “The Mayflower Voyagers.” 
The other classes won’t see the cartoon, but will 
cover the story. Afterward, we’ll talk about the 
holiday.
This file will help you prepare.

Thanksgiving



Thanksgiving—a few important terms
--Indians: native people who lived in America before western 

people arrived (some were friendly, some weren’t)
--miracle: something very good that you did not expect to 

happen or did not think was possible, but it happened 
anyway (esp. when God does such a thing)

--foul/fowl: foul means “bad”; fowl means birds (like chickens 
or turkeys)

--religious persecution: this is the reason that the Pilgrims 
risked crossing the dangerous ocean; they wanted to 
worship God as they felt the Bible said, and not the way 
their government (England) told them to.

-- pilgrim: a person who travels a long way for religious 
reasons



People dressed like this are 
a common symbol. They 
are “Pilgrims.”* This style 
of clothes was common in 
the 1600s.

*pilgrim: a person who travels a 
long way for religious reasons

America’s Thanksgiving 
celebration dates back to
1621.



Thanksgiving History:
In 1620, pilgrims left 
England for the “new 
world” to escape religious 
persecution.*
(Note that this is the 400th

anniversary!)

*--religious persecution: this is the reason that the Pilgrims risked crossing 
the dangerous ocean; they wanted to worship God as they felt the Bible said, 
and not the way their government (England) told them to.



President Lincoln made it a 
permanent holiday (1863), 
and set the date as “the 
fourth Thursday in each 
November.”

Because it starts on 
Thursday, Thanksgiving is 
America’s longest holiday.



Thanksgiving History:
It was a long, dangerous 
trip. The ship was small and 
cramped. At least one man 
fell overboard. In a storm, a 
main beam broke (they fixed 
it with parts from a printing 
press).



Thanksgiving History:
After they arrived, winter 
was very harsh. Half of the 
101 people died within one 
year. Adults were so sick 
that the children had to do 
much of the ‘adult’ work.



Thanksgiving History:
But then friendly Indians helped 
them plant food and catch fish. 
The helpful Indians spoke 
English, learned from English 
traders. 



Thanksgiving History:
The pilgrims were very 
thankful to God, so they 
invited the Indians to a 
harvest feast. Feasting and 
sports lasted 3 days. That 
was the first Thanksgiving.



Do you have any questions about Thanksgiving?

Terms you might use:
famous parades, extended family, football on TV, “Black 
Friday” sales, special foods (turkey, apple or pumpkin 
pies, sweet potato casserole), holiday toys, travel…

If you want to know more about this holiday, visit http://www.krigline.com/thanks_holiday.htm



Finally: Words of Thanksgiving from the Bible:
--For I know that You, O God, will secure justice for the 

needy, their rights for the poor. Then the righteous (義人) 
will give thanks to Your name; the upright will dwell in 
Your presence. (Ps 140:13-14 NAB)

--You have turned my sadness into joyful dancing. You have 
taken away my clothes of mourning and clothed me with 
joy, that I might sing praises to You and not be silent. O 
my God, I will give You thanks forever! 

(Ps 30:11–12 NLB; both written by King David, 1000 BC)


